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of the nation. The Conservative motion of censure might have been defeated, but the Liberals moved an amendment demanding that a select committee of the House consisting of two members from each party should investigate the whole affair. The effect of that proposal would have been to allow a majority of four to two to condemn the Labour Government. Mr. MacDonald had only one course he could take. He opposed the Liberal amendment and asked the Crown for a dissolution of Parliament. Mr. Baldwin and Colonel Jackson, who was then Chairman of the Party, considered that the time was ripe to face the country and to seek another term of office. They had the hint in their favour that the late Government preferred an election to an investigation of the Campbell incident, and although such an aspersion of duplicity was probably unfounded, its publicity value was good.
The election which commenced at the beginning of October was characterised by unusual scenes of rowdyism. Appeals came from all parties, but it was apparent that Labour supporters had considered their party ill-used in office and were not confident of being given a second chance. The man in the street had not appreciated the sufferance on which Mr. Baldwin and Mr. Asquith had allowed Socialism power. There was, however, no indication of a smashing Conservative victory until October 25th when the Daily Mail launched into the campaign the famous " Red Letter/* That doubtful document had the advantage of being published to the Foreign Office and evidence of the Government's belief in its authenticity was furnished by a Foreign Office communication to the Press. Furthermore, there appeared the text of a sharp note on behalf of the Foreign Secretary written to the Soviet representative in London. The letter itself purported to be from Zinovieff, chief of the Executive Committee of the Third International, to one MacManus of the British Communist Party. It was marked very secret, although it contained no secrets at all, and was merely a prolix reiteration of all the common-